








Re: Board resignation

From Anthony <anthonysilva12680@gmail.com>

To kaileesmom2001@yahoo.com

CC bestbookkeeper<bestbookkeeper@pm.me>, Daniel Welch<dan@riolindapest.com>,
John Todd<johntodd@gmail.com>, Cathy Haskill<community@lifepointenaz.com>,
Leeann Williams<lulubell1707@gmail.com>,
GOLDENRAYSSOLARCLEANING@GMAIL.COM<goldenrayssolarcleaning@gmail.com>,
Stacey Bastian<stacbastian@yahoo.com>, Cathy Scharf<kidsdirector2015@gmail.com>,
Stacey Bastian<bastian4trusd@gmail.com>, sales<sales@pittadorbrews.com>

Date Saturday, November 15th, 2025 at 5:33 PM

Reality is real…that is everything, perception is the way somebody views something. Sometimes the way we view
things is not a reality and can be an opinion

On Sat, Nov 15, 2025 at 11:24 AM Kathy Shermer <kaileesmom2001@yahoo.com> wrote:
This response is directed more at Tonia than anyone else here and I do appreciate all the responses so far. This
was not a personal attack on you Tonia. As I stated in my email perception is everything. That’s all I’m going to
say on that. I was not on the board when the race started or was talked about prior to starting or I would’ve
brought it up then that I thought it was a conflict of interest. Think about this though, I should not have had to
bring it up. This is something that should’ve been understood and known by the board. You are not correct in
thinking that Rocco knew about your sales because she did not. She was never told how much you were selling.
Again I say it’s a win-win for everyone so we are not sore losers and I’m not accusing you of cheating. I am
aware that she turned in a large amount on that Friday and you would have no idea how much that was going
to be.

I wish the chamber the best in the future, and only hope that you will consider some of the things that I’ve said
going forward in the best interest at the community.

Katherine
Sent from my iPhone

On Nov 15, 2025, at 10:59 AM, Tonia Silva <bestbookkeeper@pm.me> wrote:

Good Morning all.

While I am not surprised to see this email today, I am disheartened. It is my personal belief that a board

needs to be diverse, which is why, three years ago, I invited John and Stacey to a November board meeting

and nominated them both from the floor. While we don't agree on everything, if we are able to unite in our

love for community and passion for entrepreneurship, we can still be effective for the community. John and I

have had private conversations and have agreed to disagree, and I absolutely respect him for that. We know

where each other stands, and we find friendship in the common places.
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I feel like your resignation contains a bit of a personal attack against me, and given the nature of my industry,

when someone calls out my integrity, I am obligated to respond.

If you felt that it was a conflict of interest for me to run for the race, you should have voiced that opinion in

May or June at a board meeting where it could have been discussed, rather than via email in September.

You state that I was privy to what Rocco was selling the whole time, and I would respond that the same was

true for Rocco. You said it yourself, it was in black and white each month at a public meeting. I don't know

how much more transparent the board could have been with the numbers. Given that you had a copy of

those records, and even asked me to send the September report to you just days before the race was over

(to which I complied) since you were not at the meeting, then you had access to the same numbers that I

had access to and could have easily shared them with Rocco. I will note that I turned in the bulk of the

money that was turned in to me on 10/15 around noon. Between noon and 5pm, another $93 came in, which

I turned in on Friday, 10/17. Rocco turned in over $6,000 on 10/17. I had no way of knowing that was coming

and I could not have guessed that she would turn in as much in one day as she had for the entire five

months preceding. Furthermore, I had a community member approach me on the 15th in my parking lot and

offer to give me whatever I needed to secure the race. While I thanked them for their kind generosity, I

declined the offer, stating that the race was not about winning, but about serving my community and raising

money for my charity. The entire conversation is on my camera system should anyone want to see it.

With regards to your comment about transparency, I do believe that this board is transparent about all we do.

Each month, we come together and have public conversations about what we are doing, and where our

money has gone. The email that was sent regarding grant funds came during a barrage of other emails, and

should have been brought up at the next board meeting by those who were concerned. I can only speak for

myself when I say I was not concerned, given that the grant proposition was finalized in February of last year

and the funds are restricted to what we told the county we would spend them on. Each month, I report to the

county how we used the funds. You're right...it was not brought up in a meeting to answer the question,

because the interested party failed to ask the question at the meeting when the appropriate time was

offered. These grant funds have been an agenda item every month, so plenty of opportunity has been given

to anyone to comment during a public meeting. There is full transparency with regards to the grant money

and I reject your accusation otherwise.

I am not sure how you feel 'the board' could have done a better job with regards to the open director seats. It

was the job of the committee to turn in the names of three individuals that we thought would be a good fit for

the board. It was then the responsibility of those who wanted someone else to be seated to offer up their

name at the appropriate time in our meeting. Three years ago, I did just that thing for Stacey during a public

meeting held at LifePointe Church. And while I cannot speak for the entire board, I can assure you that if

someone had nominated Stacey, even in her absence, I would have certainly pushed for her acceptance to

be noted in the previous meeting when she did not object to being re-seated. Given the compassion the

board had during a previous time of turmoil in her life after she first accepted the position, I am confident that

this board would have extended the same compassion to her during her emergent situation. Unfortunately,

no one nominated her. I would see that as a failure of those who wanted her to be re-seated, not a failure of

this board. The board handled the situation as the bylaws require.

To answer your question about what the Chamber does, I would invite you to the corner of M Street and Rio
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Linda Blvd, to the extensive piece of art that the Chamber helped bring to our town. I would point you to the

$27k that was just raised for charity in our community, and the $13k from last year. I would point you to the

portapotties at the Christmas Parade or to the light competition. I would invite you to ask the students who

received scholarships this year for their resumes, or last year for their business report after FFA and 4H

competitions at the County Fair. I would also point you to the great mixers done over the past few years, like

the lunch and learn at the Rio Pub, or the Marketing Workshop we had at the Community center, bringing

entrepreneurs from Rocklin, Folsom, Sacramento and more, or the educational seminar at Tummys

regarding tax credits available to business owners. I could go on.

It is my strong opinion that the board must be diverse in order to effectively serve our community. Yet, in that

diversity, we need to be unified by what the Chamber stands for: The Rio Linda Elverta Chamber of

Commerce is dedicated to strengthening local businesses by encouraging community involvement in order

to stimulate growth and confidence within our local economy.

I am grateful to be a part of this organization and have spent countless hours over the past five + years

working to improve the business climate in our community.

I wish you the best and I am sure you will continue to do great things in the community.

Kind Regards,

<image1763233135009>

Sent with Proton Mail secure email.

On Saturday, November 15th, 2025 at 10:05 AM, anthony silva <anthonysilva12680@gmail.com> wrote:
I am more than happy to sit down and talk about this but will not do so over email. Negative perception
can be taken in explanation with no emotion. Just my thought.

Anthony

On Sat, Nov 15, 2025 at 9:35 AM Daniel Welch <dan@riolindapest.com> wrote:
I am so sad to hear this, I am just getting to know you and thought you brought a different

point of view to the chamber. if I can buy you a coffee sometime please drop me a line.

Dan - Owner

Near You Pest Control

The near you pest control professionals

916-992-0912 www.nearyoupest.com

From: Kathy Shermer <kaileesmom2001@yahoo.com>
Sent: Saturday, November 15, 2025 9:18:25 AM

To: John Todd <johntodd@gmail.com>; Anthony <anthonysilva12680@gmail.com>; Cathy Haskill
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<community@lifepointenaz.com>; Tonia Silva <bestbookkeeper@pm.me>; Leeann Williams

<lulubell1707@gmail.com>; Troy Golden <goldenrayssolarcleaning@gmail.com>; Stacey BasƟan
<stacbasƟan@yahoo.com>; Daniel Welch <dan@riolindapest.com>; Cathy Scharf

<kidsdirector2015@gmail.com>; Stacey BasƟan <basƟan4trusd@gmail.com>; sales

<sales@piƩadorbrews.com>
Subject: Board resignaƟon

Good morning:
After much thought and reflection I have made the decision to step down from the Chamber Board.

When I attach myself to such entities it is with the hope and belief that integrity and transparency are
vital traits of the organization. I was honored to be asked, and proud to become part of our town CofC
but have become disheartened and disappointed at recent situations and observations.

For instance, the Mayor Race. It is a total conflict of interest for somebody on our board to run and in
addition be the Treasurer on said board. I know from personal experience that each candidate is not
supposed to know how much the other is selling during the race. That was not the case in this race.
Tonia was privy to what Rocco was selling the whole time. In fact it was in black-and-white on our
treasury reports in the meetings by line with their names and how much was being brought in. I had
two people from the community come to me after the race ended and asked me how somebody on the
board could be running and wouldn’t that be a conflict of interest. I think it would be a very good idea
for this board to create a set of rules for the Mayor race in writing. Possibly make it an attachment to
the bylaws because it is a big fundraiser for the Chamber. Now, the American Legion is not a sore loser.
Everybody wins in this race as far as getting their 75% of what they sell, but perception is everything.

I also believe that more transparency is needed when a question is asked about where Grant monies
are going. This was asked in an email and never responded to. Nor was it brought up in a meeting to
answer the question.

Lastly, more consideration, should’ve been given to a sitting board director (Stacey Bastian), and a little
compassion shown due to her current emergency situation when it came time for nominations. She
stated her interest earlier, John Todd also heard it. In fact if you look at the minutes from the October
meeting under old business, it says “all except John interested in keeping positions”. I am actually
embarrassed that we as a board did not do a better job of handling this part.

Another question I have been asked recently is “what does the chamber do for the businesses in our
community?”. That is a very good question and something I was not able to answer with a clear and
concise response as my experience with the chamber has not shown me much other then advertising
for them on our Facebook page if requested. Again, perception is everything.

Thank you for the opportunity and the lesson.
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Katherine Shermer

Sent from my iPhone
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